
1 
 

 

  

Our Focus 
* Multi-level Bible Training 
* Skills4Life Training 
*Conference & Retreat   
  Centre 
* Place of Rest 
* Outreach 
* Counselling 
* Serving People 

In this edition … 
* A thought to ponder                         - Editor          1 
* Amakhono Okuphila – Skills4Life    - Greg Akers      1 
* AO continue                                         - Greg Akers      2 
* AO Business Incubator                      - Greg Akers      3 
* Welcome Olivia!                                 - Editor               3 
* CfC Farm                                               - Editor               4 
* Prayer & Praise                                                               4 
* Staff Needs                                                                      4 

News Update – June 2021     Issue 243 

A Thought to ponder … 

“The Spirit told Philip, ‘Go and join that chariot.’”  Acts 8:29 

Missions is God finding those whose hearts are right with Him and placing them where they can 
make a difference for His kingdom. Some of the great missionaries in history did not live long lives, 
but their lives dramatically affected eternity. 

God had access to Philip, and the Book of Acts gives the exciting account of how God used Philip’s life 
to take the gospel to the end of the earth. Philip was preaching powerfully in the city of Samaria (Acts 
8:5). So mightily did God use him that the entire city was rejoicing at the miracle’s God was doing (Acts 
8:6-8). This would be any evangelists fondest desire, to see an entire city responding to the gospel 
through his preaching. Yet Philip was not activity-centred in his Christian life. He was God-centred. 
Philip was not preoccupied with expanding his reputation as a great preacher or miracle worker, he was 
concerned that his life remains in the centre of God’s activity. When he was instructed to leave his 
fruitful ministry, he did not hesitate (Acts 8:27). 

God continues to seek those as responsive as Philip to go on mission with Him. The reason God has 
not brought great revival to more places is not that He is unable or that He is unwilling. He first looks for 
those willing to have their lives radically adjusted away from their self-centred activities and placed into 
the centre of God’s activity around the world. Have you seen the activity of God around you? What is 
God presently inviting you to do? Are you responding? 

Taken from: Experiencing God Day by Day devotional by Henry T Blackaby & Richard Blackaby 

Amakhono Okuphila – Skills4Life 

Amakhono Okuphila – Skills4Life (AO) is an arm of Crusade for Christ 
(CfC Ministries). It was started in 2016 in response to the high 
unemployment in the area (60% - 80% of the population are unemployed 
and unskilled), but also as a strategy to reach out to the local community 
with the Gospel of HOPE through Jesus our Saviour.  

Three or four times a year, for a month at a time, community members 
are invited to come onto the Silver Oaks property (the home of CfC) for 
four weeks of training in one of various skills courses: Woodwork, 
cooking & baking, computers, and sewing. When we have had trainers to 
do them, we have also done training in metalwork, leatherwork, and 
agriculture. 

Continue on page 2… 
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AO continue from page 1… 

AO recognises that practical training alone falls short of the 
standard of truly uplifting individuals and their families. For this 
reason, in order to achieve our vision of seeing communities 
transformed through holistic training, a part of the program 
includes Life Training whereby students are given teaching and 
allowed to interact on topics like poverty, HIV/Aids, hygiene and 
nutrition, basic business practices, and – vitally important – what it 
means to have a relationship with God through Jesus Christ. Our 
desire is to see the whole person made whole, not just a small 
part. 

AO has been a successful program if judged by its appeal to the 
community. AO emphasizes quality training, as well as low cost 
(R10 a day to cover the cost of tea/coffee).  Registration day, 
before each course, inevitably sees us turning community 
members away because of a lack of capacity to take more 
students. 

As the organisation continued to grow, it was clear that it would 
benefit from standing as a separate entity, and so, in 2020, AO was 
registered as a PBO with SARS and an NPO with the Department of 
Social Development. It was also given Section 18A status, which 
allows companies and individuals to receive a tax deduction from 
SARS for their donations to the organisation. However, it continues 
to operate as an arm of CfC as an outreach program into the 
communities around us as we strive to be effective in our mission 
of offering hope and dignity to people through practical training 
and life skills development. 

You can cut down a tree with a hammer, but it takes about 30 days. If you 
trade the hammer for an axe, you can cut it down in about 30 minutes. The 

difference between 30 days and 30 minutes is skills. 
Jim Rohn 
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AO - Business Incubator 

In April 2020, AO took the step of implementing the dream 
to run a Business Incubation Program. This program 
allows for a hand-full of students who had previously done 
the Skills Training Course, and who had shown an aptitude 
for business, to receive further training in their skill (in that 
case, sewing), as well as training in the basics of business. 
Out of this project, three new businesses were registered, 
and two ladies are running successful businesses from 
home.  AO plans to continue running the Business Incubator 
on an annual basis, but expanding it to other fields as well. 
A Computer, as well as a Sewing Incubator are planned 
for 2021. 

As hopelessness leads to alcohol / drug abuse and crime, 
AO has become a beacon of hope and dignity in this 
community. The restoration of dignity which is enhanced 
through the ability to “help myself”, created hope and 
purpose. This in turn lead to a healthy community would 
provide for their needs. With this in mind, AO will continue 
its work into the communities around us, also hoping to 
multiply our efforts through local churches further afield. (A 
similar project, based on this model, is starting in Flagstaff.) 

The greatest need AO presently face is for more trainers. 
We are planning to increase our facilities for training, but the 
number of people that we are able to upskill is limited 
primarily by how many classes we are able to have, and the 
number of classes we are able to have is limited primarily by 
how many trainers we have available. 

Please would you consider volunteering for a month to train 
these precious people who come hungry to learn and 
hungry for hope? It would be greatly encouraging and we 
don’t doubt it would be a great encouragement to you as 
well as you see your abilities being transferred to others. (Or 
please tell someone else about us!) 

If you are interested, please feel free to make (no-
obligation) contact with Greg Akers (072-643-3467 or 
greg@amakhonookuphila.co.za ). He will be more than 
happy to talk you through all that it would entail so that you 
would be properly prepared to decide.  

Welcome Olivia! 

The CfC Team grew in April with the birth 
of Olivia! 

In 2020, Greg and Sarah joined the team 
to co-ordinate Amakhono Okuphila - 
Skills4Life. With their two daughters, 
Rayah and Olivia, they are growing in the 
work and grateful for this calling. Rayah 
is just short of two years old, and Olivia is 
brand-new, born April 21, 2021. 
 

Pray for Greg, Sarah and Rayah as they 
settle into a new routine with this 
precious new baby. Also pray that the 
Lord would keep them, lead them, and 
make them fruitful in this good work. 
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The CfC “Farm” 

What on earth is CfC doing in running a “farm”?  

CfC owns a 4 Ha property, of which 2 Ha is occupied by 
the Silver Oaks Retreat and Conference Centre.  

When we arrived in 2015, we felt that in order to be good 
stewards of what God entrusted to us, that something 
should, and could be done with the remaining land. It was 
overgrown and a spot to harbour criminals. However, it 
was not suitable for building extension due to the 
steepness of the terrain. 

A CfC Council member, local farmer, offered to assist to 
turn this land into a profitable agricultural unit that would 
assist CfC to become more self-reliant, especially in 
terms of maintaining the property. With the help from our 
local farmers we have turned this section into a 
productive unit growing Macadamia nuts and Bananas 
over the past 5 years. 

We have been harvesting and selling bananas for the 
past 3 years, and this year we had a wonderful harvest of 
nuts from our macadamia trees.  

We praise the Lord for partners with the vision to use 
the land productively. Our example has challenged many 
of those we minister too to also use their land more 
productively and to look after their families. We recognise 
that our example speaks and it is important to us to be 
good stewards in all we do. 

More of the land has recently been prepared for a further 
extension to the farm. Praise the Lord for His goodness, 
provision and partnership with our local farming 
community. 

Prayer & Praise 
1. Pray for staff – health and safety 
during pandemic. Pray also that 
they will be refreshed and 
encourage during times of pressure 
due to the demands of ministry. 
2. Pray for the Business 
Incubator stating 21st of June till 
23rd of September. Pray that lives 
will changes and skills will be learnt 
to assist families in need. 
5. Pray for SCBS – 18 – 23 July. 
6. Pray that those who use the 
Campsite would be spiritually 
refreshed and renewed.  
7. The Sanders who will be on 
furlough in August & September. 
Pray for safety as they travel, 
renewal of fellowship with partners, 
and rest. 

Staff Needed 

CfC has a position available for a 
Farm / Maintenance Manager.  

Preferably a couple in their 40’s with 
agricultural background to help care 
for the farm, teach agriculture 
through our Skills4Life program and 
also assist with maintenance and 
management of the retreat centre. 

This is a self-support position but CfC 
would provide suitable housing. 

If you know of any interested 
persons, please ask them to contact 
George for further details at 
director@cfcm.co.za . 

Above: Preparing more land for planting 

Below: Some of the nuts harvested 

“He has shown you, O man, what is 
good; And what does the Lord 

require of you but to do justly, to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with 

your God?” ~ Micah 6:8 


